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this assertion and others like it was officially denied at the
Vienna Foreign Office on July 3.60
Here the matter rested for some months, being over-
shadowed by the Austrian ultimatum and the excitement
of the War, It was revived again by the eminent French
professor of Slavic history, E. Denis, who wrote: "Mr.
Pashitch attempted in a discreet way to indicate to the
Ballplatz the dangers which the Archduke was incurring;
on June 21 the Serbian Minister [Jovan Jovanovitch] in-
formed the Minister of Foreign Affairs that his Government
had reason to believe that a plot was being prepared in
Bosnia. The Chancellor [Berchtold] paid no attention to
this communication." 61 Professor Denis's statement was
generally accepted during the War by persons outside Ger-
many and Austria, though it was emphatically contra-
dicted by Berchtold when eventually brought to his no-
tice.62 It was later repeated, for instance, by Stano-
60 The London Times, July 1, p. 7, had already reported from its
Vienna correspondent that he "understood on the best authority that
there is no foundation for the reports that information of the existence of
a plot against the Archduke was given to the Austro-Hungarian Govern-
ment by the Serbian Minister in Vienna." Mr. Pashitch also, accord-
ing to an interview published in the Budapest Az Est of July 7, and
copied the same day in the Neue Freie Presse, No, 17811, p. 5, is reported
as saying: "The statement is false that Serbia had knowledge beforehand
of the preparation of the murder and that it therefore gave a warning."
The Paris Temps, July 8, p. 8, printed a summary of the Pashitch inter-
view of July 7 in the Az Est; but in the leading editorial of July 10 made
the extraordinary statement: "M. Pashitch in an interview of day before
yesterday showed in an irrefutable manner that the Serbian Government
had given warning of the danger [avait signale le peril], and that no
notice had been taken of _ its warning [avertimment] by the Austro*
Hungarian authorities."
01 E. Denis, La Grande Serbie (Paris, 1915), p. 277. As Denis wrote
largely from Serbian sources he may have had his information from
Pashitch or one of the Serbian ministers, or he may have merely copied
the irresponsible Temps editorial quoted in the preceding footnote.
*2 In a letter of May 9, 1917, to the Austrian historian, Leopold
Mandl: "The fantastic statements of Professor E. Denis ... are a pure
invention from A to Z, both as to Jovanovitch's communication to me,
as well as to my ignoring it. Whether an order of this kind was sent by
Pashitch to Jovanovitch, but was ignored by the latter, I am of course

